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	AquiferWater soaked layers of sand, gravel or bedrock under the surface of the earth.  Water moves through these layers into rivers, lakes and wetlands.  People can get water from aquifers by drilling wells.
	BacteriaA very small living thing that is too small to see without scientific instruments. Bacteria can live in the air, soil, water, in animals and even in humans!  There are many different kinds of bacteria, some bacteria are good and others can make y
	ChemicalSomething found in the environment that can be either man-made or natural. There are many different kinds of chemicals. Some can be harmful (contaminants) while others are necessary for life (nutrients). Both types can impact the environment 
	Contaminant A chemical, sometimes man-made and sometimes natural, that can be harmful when released into the environment above certain amounts.
	DeltaThe area where a large river or several rivers join together to form a wetland/lake. The rivers can release soil and chemicals into the Delta. The Peace/Athabasca Delta is the largest freshwater delta in the world.
	Depressurization A lowering of the level of water under ground. Pumping large amounts of groundwater out of the ground can cause depressurization and can change the water groundwater moves through the earth.
	DischargeThe water that is put back into a river, lake or groundwater after it has been used by industry, towns or humans.
	EmissionsChemicals released into the air by industry. The emissions can affect the environment if the chemicals are in high enough amounts.
	EvaporationWhen water changes from a liquid to a gas. Water evaporates from the surface of lakes and rivers to form clouds.
	FlowThe movement of water.
	Groundwater Water that is found underground.
	HabitatThe place that has everything a plant or animal needs to live, eat, sleep and reproduce.
	ImpactThe end results or effect of some activity to something. In Fort McKay, the environment is impacted by human use of the area. Impacts can be both good or bad, depending on what the activity is and what part of the environment you look at.
	LeachA process in which a chemical in the upper layers of soil are dissolved and carried down to lower layers of the earth. Sometimes chemicals in the soil can leach down into the groundwater.
	MineralsA naturally occurring chemical found in the soil and water. All animals need minerals to live.
	NutrientsA type of mineral a plant or animal needs to live, grow and reproduce. Common nutrients needed by plants are phosphorus and nitrogen.
	Overwintering An area used by animals during the winter season. Fish overwinter in deep pools or lakes.
	PulpWhen wood enters a pulp mill, heat and chemicals are used to turn it into pulp, which is a soft mush. This mush can then be used to make paper.
	Sedimentation The addition of soil to water, making it more cloudy.
	SiltVery small particles of soil. If silt enters the water, it can make it cloudy.
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